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Downers Grove, IL – The leader of the State’s largest union of telecommunication workers 
takes his position today on the Illinois AFL-CIO Executive Board. The Illinois AFL-CIO is the 
umbrella organization for one million union members in the state. 

Ronald E. Kastner, President-Business Manager and Financial Secretary of International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local Union 21 join’s the Board this year as it 
marks the 50th anniversary of the Illinois AFL-CIO state charter. The State Federation 
received its AFL-CIO charter on October 7, 1958 from then president of the national AFL-CIO 
George Meany, just three years after the merger of the American Federation of Labor and the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations in 1955. 

Ron Kastner is a lifelong resident of Chicago’s suburbs and member of the IBEW for 40 
years. “I am honored to serve union members and their families throughout Illinois in this new 
position,” said Kastner. “I will continue working hard, doing whatever it takes to support the 
working families in our state, defending their rights at work and securing justice in their 
workplaces.” 
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Background 
Local Union 21 of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW – an affiliate of the 
AFLCIO) is made up of 11,000 members working mostly in Illinois and NW Indiana. Working 
under dozens of contracts, Local Union 21 members largely work in skilled jobs in the 
telecommunications industry. IBEW Local Union 21, headquartered in Downers Grove, IL, is the 
largest IBEW communications union in the United States and Canada and the fourth largest local 
union in the IBEW. 
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